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Bardach Step 2 - Assemble Some Evidence

I “All of your time doing a policy analysis is spent on two activities:
thinking and hustling data that can be turned into evidence.”

I “Assess policies that have been thought, by at least some people, to
have worked effectively in situations similar to your own.”

What criteria should we use to assess existing evidence?
How might we contribute to this evidence with our own policy
evaluation?
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I Beginning in 2008, Wisconsin charged a monthly premium for Medicaid

coverage for non-elderly, non-disabled, childless adults at 150% FPL
and above.
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Policy Analysis Outline

Steps for conducting a quantitative policy analysis.

1. Develop a research question (hypothesis).
1a. Assess the existing evidence.
1b. What is your contribution?

2. Develop a research strategy.
2a. Empirical methodology.
2b. Cost effectiveness/benefit/utility analysis.

3. Identify appropriate data.
3a. Primary vs. secondary data.
3b. Cross-sectional vs. panel (longitudinal) data.
3c. Power analysis?

4. Engage funders/stakeholders.
5. Construct an analytic sample (i.e., data management).

5a. STATA, SAS, R, SQL, Excel, etc.

6. Conduct data analysis.
7. Report findings.
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I Apply Critical Race Theory to Policy Research
I Engage Practitioners in Research Design
I Coproduce Research with Community Members
I Rethink the Role of Funders
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