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Evidence-Based Policymaking

What is EBP and what are its defining principles/key steps?
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1 Evaluating Existing Programs: focuses on assessing the effectiveness of
current programs through systematic reviews and cost-benefit analyses.

2 Generating New Evidence: involves creating new knowledge to design
or refine programs and policy approaches.
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Evidence-Based Policymaking

RCTs for evidence generation. Limitations?



Policy Analysis - Policy Process



Evidence-Based Policymaking

6 approaches for broadening evidence types:

1 Capture learnings beyond impacts.
2 Evaluate indigenous interventions.
3 Apply critical race theory.
4 Engage practitioners in research design.
5 Co-produce research with communities.
6 Rethink the role of funders.



Bardach Technique for Policy Analysis

Step 1: Define the Problem
Step 2: Assemble Some Evidence
Step 3: Construct the Alternatives
Step 4: Select the Criteria
Step 5: Project the Outcomes
Step 6: Confront the Trade-Offs
Step 7: Decide
Step 8: Tell Your Story



Policy Analysis - Bardach Preview

Bardach Step 2 - Assemble Some Evidence

I “All of your time doing a policy analysis is spent on two activities:
thinking and hustling data that can be turned into evidence.”

I “Assess policies that have been thought, by at least some people, to
have worked effectively in situations similar to your own.”

What criteria should we use to assess existing evidence?
How might we contribute to this evidence with our own policy
evaluation (i.e., generate new evidence)?
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Policy Analysis - Assessing Evidence

What criteria should we use to assess existing evidence?
I Strength of the methodology

- Does the evidence provide a causal interpretation?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVxCVx5tqNY


Policy Analysis - Causal Interpretation?

Bradbury et al. (2020) - Diet and Colorectal Cancer in UK Biobank:
A Prospective Study
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Policy Analysis - Assessing Evidence

What criteria should we use to assess existing evidence?
I Strength of the methodology
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- Is the evidence rooted in the appropriate historical context?

I Quality of the data
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Policy Analysis - Data Quality

Cawley et al. (2015) - Reporting Error in Weight and its Implications
for Bias in Economic Models
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What criteria should we use to assess existing evidence?
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Policy Analysis - External Validity (Sample)



Policy Analysis - External Validity (Method)

Dague (2014) - The Effect of Medicaid Premiums on Enrollment
I Beginning in 2008, Wisconsin charged a monthly premium for Medicaid

coverage for non-elderly, non-disabled, childless adults at 150% FPL
and above.
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